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Celebration * Honor * Remembrance
Celebration

Remembrance
The 80th Anniversary Pearl Harbor Memorial Ceremony
was held aboard the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter WHEC37. The vessel, formerly known as the USCGC Taney, is
the last ship afloat from the Battle of Pearl Harbor. The
ship is a National Historic Landmark and is operated as
a museum by Historic Ships in Baltimore.
* Pier 5, Balto Inner Harbor 7 December 2021

Baltimore Det. Marines, family, and friends celebrate U S
th
Marine Corps 246 Birthday with traditional rituals, MC
cuisine and spirits. * #17 Firehouse * 10 November 2021

Honoring

MCL Balto Det. Marines and Auxiliary honor military
veterans with the annual Veterans Day Tribute
* Latrobe Memorial Park 11November 2021

Marine Robert Kennick performing the “Reverse Arms”
honors the fallen during the Memorial Ceremony, held
aboard the U.S. Coast Guard Cutter WHEC-37. The ship
is the last warship still afloat that was at Pearl Harbor on
the day of the attack. Kennick, 96, served in World War II.

Commandant’s Message
Greeting Marines, Auxiliary Members and Friends,
When you read my final message of 2021, we will have
celebrated Hanukkah, had Christmas parties, celebrated the
birth of Jesus, observed Kwanzaa, and welcomed the New
Year. In the middle of the holidays, the Baltimore
th
Detachment held their Christmas party on December 17 and
approximately 30 members and friends were in attendance.
We shared friendship, food, beverages, and gifts; we had a
great time and took photos. I would like to say “Thank You”
to Ernie Disney, Milton Hazzard, Earl Ruff, Raymond Vaughn,
Pat Davis, Anthony Jackson, Harry Hierstetter, Judy Hoffman,
and Dick Lantz who provided me assistance with the food
and other items that I brought to the party. Some of these
individuals were also responsible for the setting up, cleaning,
and putting the room back together for our next event. Also,
a “Special Thank You” to Bob Kennick who gave me an
Afghan that was made by his grandmother.
We have had a busy year with virtual staff meetings and in
person regular meetings. The Detachment made donations
to a veteran who lost a home, the Loch Raven Hospice
Division, the Gold Star Mothers Virtual Fundraiser, donated to
a disaster area, and the Jesse Melton Memorial Scholarship
Fund to Messiah University.
The hardest part of the year has been discovering that has
over the years had approximately sixteen Marines pass and
gone unreported until November. This has a serious impact
on our Membership, and we commend the Detachment
Chaplain Harry Hierstetter, Assistant Detachment Chaplain
Judy Hoffman and our Paymaster Pat Davis for their
discovery and posting the names on the plaque for deceased
Marines. We are making contact with members and their
families by calls, correspondence, and emails. If you have
and email address that is not on file, please send that
information to our Detachment Adjutant, Anthony Jackson at
atjacks666@yahoo.com. Also, keep in mind that we need to
recruit new members to replace the ones that we are losing
because the Detachment cannot survive without new and
younger Marines, Auxiliary and Associate Members.

If any of you have had an opportunity to speak with
younger veterans, please find out what would interest
them in joining an organization like the Maine Corps
League or some other VSO. Knowledge of this type is
important because we need to revamp our organization so
that we can attract younger veterans. As each year goes
by, we are losing more members and we are not
recruiting, so any positive suggestions will be appreciated.
You may call (410-736-9673) or contact me
ehpierce@comcast.net.
Remember that we will be having nominations in
March/April and the election in April for the 2022
Detachment Officers. The Officers and Members of the
Baltimore Detachment 565 wish you good health, wealth,
and happiness in the New Year.
Respectfully submitted,
Marian C. James, Commandant

2022 Marine of the Year
NOMINATIONS
The nominations for Baltimore Detachment “Marine of
the Year” are due at the January detachment meeting.

Period of performance for consideration:
28 February 2021 through 31 January 2022

Criteria of Award
* Detachment Marine who during the period of consideration
has demonstrated by leadership and performance an
extraordinary contribution to the Detachment, Marine
Corps League and Community.
* Whose personal conduct has reflected favorably on and
has brought credit to the Detachment, Marine Corps League
and the United States Marine Corps

* Lifetime achievements are NOT considered

Our Detachment Toys for Tots Program was completed on
th
December 17 . This year we collected one hundred eightyseven (187) toys and donated $1,200.00. We want to thank
all the members and various organizations for their toys and
monetary donations. Letters of Acknowledgement and
Thanks will be sent to the organizations and individuals who
made donations to our 2021 “Toys for Tots” program.
Only a few of the regular volunteers are currently working at
VA facilities. Volunteers must have completed their Annual
Training and present proof for receiving a flu shot. Therefore,
if you are a volunteer, please make sure to complete the
required tasks so that you are ready to return to work when
called. Hopefully, I will be able to begin to volunteer as a Red
Coat Ambassador in January. Also, with school being in
session, we hope to be able to resume our Scholarship
Program in 2022.
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If you have a nomination for Detachment Marine of the
Year, write an explanation as to why the Marine deserves
the award, mentioning the Marine's accomplishments and
place the letter in a sealed envelope. Please give the
nomination to Adjutant Anthony Jackson by the end of the
January Detachment meeting.
The Marine of the Year is selected from the nominations
submitted by a committee of the past three MOY recipients.
The 2022 Detachment Marine of the Year will be
announced at the February Detachment meeting.

Jr. Vice Commandant Message

Sr. Vice Commandant’s Message

Greeting Marines,

Greeting Marines,

Happy New Year, Marines. We participated in
ceremonies honoring veterans of wars past, at
Latrobe Park and the Korean War Memorial. We
enjoyed family gatherings sharing Thanksgiving and
Christmas dinner. We met our Toys For Tots goals
and helped a lot of children celebrate and have a
little more joy on Christmas. We survived the hectic
holiday season, fairly intact and sane. I hope 2022
finds you in good spirits, good health and a great
state of mind, ready to meet the coming year to the
best of your abilities and talents.

Happy New Years to all and I pray that everyone had
a wonderful holiday. Since our last writing we have
celebrated the Marine Corps Birthday with a nice
detachment gathering and Veterans Day Rituals at
Latrobe Park and the Korean Memorial. December
started the Toys for Tots program; the detachment
had much success collecting toys and donations this
year. The month ended up with an enjoyable
Christmas Party at the detachment, at good time was
had by all.
We are looking forward to the New Year being a very
productive one with more member participation. Let’s
make this a good year for the Detachment.

A lot of things have become more accessible
recently and I am expecting to see increased
membership coming out and making our monthly
meetings on a regular basis now. I think most of us
have missed the group culture, the camaraderie and
fellowship of brother Marines. There is something
special about Marines gathered, for any occasion
that lifts the spirits. And after the last few years, it's
something we all need. The manner in which we
support each other makes a big difference. A
difference like no other branch of service or
organization can or does. Semper Fidelis is not just a
military catch phrase for us. It's not a hollow slogan
to us. It's an indelible tattoo engraved deeply on
each of us who once stood on those yellow footprints
and earned the Eagle, Globe and Anchor. And for
the numbers of Navy Corpsmen who towed the line
with us. I will be looking forward to hearing any ideas
that many of you may have to promote our
Detachment and make it more appealing to
prospective new members especially among those
younger Corps and Navy Corpsmen veterans, in and
out of active duty. We can use that youthful energy
for exploring new options to display our values,
within the local area, the State Detachments and
Marine Corps League. We need that boost to keep
the Detachment strong and growing. Each one of us
can make that effort, to secure that goal. We have to
introduce future potential members to our
organization and ensure they feel welcome, valued
and important to the Detachment.

Semper Fi,
Earl Ruff, Jr., SVC

Four Chaplains Day
February 3, 2021
February 3 is Four Chaplains Day in the USA. This
day commemorates the events of February 3, 1943,
when the troop ship USAT Dorchester sank.
Dorchester left New York on January 23, 1943,
carrying 4 chaplains and about 900 others as a part of
convoy of three ships.

Let's all get up, get off the sofa, turn off the cable and
hang out on that 4th Friday of the month. Let's
participate in a lively meeting, share a friendly meal,
maybe a cold brew and enjoy the evening, Marines
all. The Fire House is waiting for your appearance.
Semper Fidelis.
Ray Vaughn, JVC

-3-

Semper Fi Prayer Circle

Detachment Home Dispatch
A Christmas Celebration at the Firehouse
On Friday 17 December, members and guests of the
MCL Baltimore Detachment celebrated the holiday with
a Christmas party of food, refreshments, gifts and
especially fellowship. While all were partaking the
cuisine, people enjoyed the gathering and comradeship
of friends with gifts of well wishes. Also announced
Toys For Tots of donated toys and monetary gifts were
distributed. The evening was an eventful holiday
celebration. Thanks all, a one to remember.

A New Year’s Prayer for our Military Families
Lord, may we behold You this year!
In the hard times, teach us to instinctively turn to You.
In the good times, help us to remember You.
May our military members see You everywhere they turn.
May they respond to Your relentless pursuit.
May they be prepared to see You face to face.
We pray for those who are keeping up the fight, day after
day. Father God may they see they can’t make it on their
own strength. May they know Your power.

Kudos to Special Marines for a . . .
. . . Eventful Holiday Celebration
Most of the decoration, plates, napkins & table cloths
we donated by Milton Hazzard. All the clean up was
done by Milton & Ernie. Most of the food was donated
by Marian James to help celebrate her birthday. Many
thanks also to Marian. The next time you see any of
the three be sure to thank them for all they do for us.

We pray for those who are leaving the military for one
reason or another. Please guide them step by step Lord.
And Lord God please show Yourself to our hurting
veterans. May they truly know the Emmanuel Father.
Please comfort the families of our fallen, Father. Give
them courage to face this coming year..
We pray for those in throes of PCS-ing. Show them the
way Lord, may they turn to You in loneliness and stress.

We wish you a very healthy New Year

May You get all the glory Lord. Without You, there is no
hope. No light. No joy in the new year. Give us more of
You, God! Thank You that You are happy to do so. We
are grateful to behold You, our Lord Almighty. Amen

Taps
Marine Dominic Naples. 2 November2021 and Marine
Jerome Milburn, 3 December 2021 were called by the
Supreme Commandant. May they rest in peace and that
their survivors attain peace during their grieving process.

Sick / Distressed
Prayers go to those on our “Sick and Distress
Betty Thompson, Dorris Rollete (wife of Marine Don
Rollete), Will Priest, Harry Carroll, George Adams, Jerry
Brown and wife Cass, and Rick Gurly.
Most High God, god that Liveth, Heal and deliver all of us
that are in need of your healing, mercy and grace Amen.
If you know of anyone sick or in distress, please call:
Chaplain Harry Hierstetter. & Judith Hoffman
410-296-1088 / Email: 1stsgtjwhusmc@comcast.net

Baltimore Detachment Hall Rental
If you know of someone who is looking for a hall to rent,
please keep your Detachment Hajj in mind. We can seat
100 comfortably. Keep promoting the hall rental.
Information call: Ernie Disney @ 410-977-7975.

As always may God’s blessing be with
all military and their families
Harry Hierstetter / Judith Hoffman
Chaplains
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Auxiliary

Military Order of the Devil Dogs
The Fun and Honor Society
of the Marine Corps League

Reaching Further . . .
. . . Touching More

Woof woof,
Greetings,

Hound Dog Pound 204 Growl was held at VFW
Post 160 on 19 December. Pound Keeper PDD
Paul Gunther conducted the order of business
with an enthusiastic authority. Holiday spirit
prevailed with the Dogs attending along with PDD
Pat Sharkey, traveling all the way from the
eastern shore. The Pound Dogs barked and
wagged their tails on Pat’s arrival.

Our Christmas tree project for
the Kennedy Krieger Institute
was a success as the tree we
decorated sold for 150.00.
The money goes to the
Institute for disabled children.
We have Julie Silverstein,
Jayne Hansen and Jess Kipp
to thank for all their hard work
putting up the tree, making
decorations and decorating
the tree. We also need to
thank Judy Hoffman for her
creative skill in teaching our
auxiliary how to make a small
duplicate of a Marine.
Bernadine Blair and Anita
Ullery used their skills to
make these small figures
which were used as some of
the ornaments. Rosemary
Koontz and Joan Hansen
also worked on the
ornaments. We hope to
repeat this project again next
year.

Many bones were donated with fines demanded
by the Pound Keeper. The Pups were presented
to the Pound Keeper offering several bones for
their errors.
Pound Keeper Pound Keeper PDD Paul Gunther
was especially heavy with a fine on PDD Stuart
Blair for telling bad jokes.
PDD Ben Wells offered to order new Hound Dog
Pound 204 Shirts. A unanimous agreement for the
shirts was given by the raising of all Dogs’ paws.

Remember: It is an honor to be a Devil Dog

Schedule
Merlin Pack Growl
Saturday February 2022
following the Dept. of Maryland Staff Meeting

The New Year is upon us and we would like to
increase our membership. We need ideas and
workers for projects that we can do to help our
marines, their families and our community. Ladies,
please join us! Call Joan Hansen at 240-460-9229.

Hound Dog Pound 204 Growl
Sunday 20 February 2022 / 0900 @ VFW Post
160
* Breakfast served @ 0800

God bless America,
Joan Hansen,
President

Woof woof,
PDD Stuart Blair
Barking Dog

“Teufelshunde”
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MCL Boy Scout Program

Detachment Programs

“On My Honor”

Detachment General Fund

Eagle Scout “Good Citizenship Awards”

Pick Three Lottery Calendar Fundraiser
The proceeds from this are used for
detachment general expenses, assistance to a
detachment Marine or family member in need
and the Baltimore Green St.VA Medical Center
Project

In the month of November there have been four
presentations of the GCA by the Baltimore Detachment.

Monthly calendar winners for October 2021:

A Patriotic Team . . .
BSA and the Marine Corps League

On Saturday 13 November, Marine Bob Kennick and
Marine Stuart Blair presented the “Good Citizenship Award”
to Eagle Scout Tommy Hinson at the Chestnuthill Grove
Presbyterian Church in Phoenix, MD

03Oct21 Vince Cerniglia
04Oct21 Joe Crevillo
08Oct21 Ella Pierce
12Oct21 Riley Hawkins
Avengers Foundation
14Oct21 Ella Hergenhan
30Oct21 Betty Lou Walsh

#199
#140
#713

$25.00**
#25.00
$25.00

#054
#826
#665

$25.00
$25.00
$25.00

The fund had six (6) winners during the month and
all won $25.00 for a total payout of $150.00 leaving
a balance of $2,855.00 in the fund atthe end of
October 2021.
**donated winnings to the fund.
Monthly calendar winners for November 2021:

The following day on Sunday 14 November, Marine Harry
Hierstetter and Marine Stuart Blair presented GCA to Jacob
A. Appleby, Noah B. Hammerer, and Joseph T. Riley, Jr. at
The American Legion Towson Post #22.

04Nov21
08Nov21
12Nov21
16Noc21
27Nov21

Eugene Allen
#068
Antonio Thompson #500
Rob Gillespie
#717
Richard J. Koel` #059
Elizabeth Hill
#929

$25.00
$25.00
$25.00
$25.00
$25.00

The fund had five (5) winners during the month and
all won $25.00 fora total payout of $125.00 leaving
a balance of $2,730.00 in the fund at the end of
November 2021.

Good Citizenship Award Applications on-line @ MCL Dept.
of MD, Boy Scout Program link or contact me:
Phone: 410-665-6440 or Email: thistleman@verizon.net
S/F,
Stuart Blair, Chairman, Boy Scout Program

MCL Dept. of Maryland
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Members Birthdays

Marine Corps History
Question of the Month

We would like to wish the following Marines a
“HAPPY BIRTHDAY” and many more:

In each month’s “GUNG HO” we will feature a question about
U.S. Marine Corps history. The question will test your
knowledge of well known facts of Marine Corps.
The answer to each question will be published in the
following issue.

Answer to November – December Question
Born in Lancaster, Wisconsin, and grew up in Boscobel,
Wisconsin. He graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy
with the first academy class to provide officers to the Marine
Corps.

JANUARY - BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
David Diamond, Donald J. Blum, Stanley S Gumnit,
Wesley T. Harper, Daniel J. Donnelly, Milton L.
Hazzard, Jon M. Mekeal, Richard L. Whitehead,
Thomas J. O'Toole Jr., Carl G. Holland, George F.
Dietsch, Walter H. Naylor, Jr., Christopher S.
Chrisian, Gray S. Reif Sr. and George L.
Kesselring.
Also celebrating this month is Associate Member
Joan M. Hansen.

Commanded the Marine contingent at Sitka, Alaska for
three years. He was again at sea on USS Iroquois He was
attached to a U.S. Marine guard at the World's Columbian
Exposition at Chicago, where he remained until it closed.

FEBRUARY - BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
Alfred Karchem, William L. McFadden, Michael M.
Gajewski, Sr., Dean B. Kone, Raymond L. Vaughn,
James W. Sandoz,James W. Stanley, Welton C.
McCallister, Joseph Crivello, III and Wesley L. Hipp.

As a captain, came ashore for duty at Marine Corps
Headquarters in Washington, D.C. and was promoted
to major shortly afterwards. During the following year he
was given command of a battalion of U.S. Marines
on USS Panther and sent for duty on the Isthmus of
Panama. He attended the Naval War College in 1906 and
served as Commanding Officer, Marine Barracks, Navy
Yard in Washington for a period of one year. After
commanding the U.S. Marine Barracks in Washington. The
First Advanced Base Brigade of Marines was organized at
Philadelphia, under his command.. He led that organization
on extensive maneuvers with the Atlantic Fleet to Puerto
Rico.

Marines, if you had a birthday this month and your
name did not appear, please let me know.
Stuart Blair, 410-665-6440,
Email: thistleman@verizon.net

USMC Commandant Birthdays
January

He spent the remaining years of his active service as
Commanding General of the Department of the Pacific.
He retired having reached the statutory age limit of sixtyfour years. He died in Washington, D.C., and was buried in
the Arlington National Cemetery. Who is this Marine ?



Brig Gen Archibald Henderson
21 January 1783
In office: 1818-1819 / 1820-1859



Gen Charles G. McGawley
29 January 1827
Ln Office: 1876-1891



Maj Gen John A. Lejeune
10 January 1867
In office: 1920-1929

Maj Gen George Barnett CMC
January – February Question
February 1922, what USMC officer was appointed U.S.
High Commissioner and personal representative of the
President to the government of Haiti? This nine-year
assignment placed this future Commandant in supreme
command of both the occupying American force and the
Haitian Gendarmerie.
a)
b)
c)
d)

MGen Wendell G. Neville
Gen Alexander Vandegrift
Gen Thomas Holcomb
BGen John H. Russell

-7-

NON PROFI

BALTIMORE

ORGANIZATION

US POSTAGE

US POSTAGE
PAID
BALTIMORE MD

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
BALTIMORE DETACHMENT
1426 East Fort Avenue (#17 Fire House)
Baltimore, Maryland 21230-5247

PERMIT NO. 5964

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

“To observe a Marine is inspirational, to be a Marine is exceptional."

Home of the USMC Commandant
In March 1801, President Thomas Jefferson and the second commandant of the Marine Corps, Lt. Col. William Ward Burrows,
made a horseback tour through the new city of Washington, D.C., looking for a proper site for the Marine Barracks and a home
for the commandant. Square 927, a short walk from the Washington Navy Yard and in easy marching distance of the Capitol,
was their choice. Construction began later that year, and Burrows' successor, Lt. Col. Franklin Wharton, completed the house
in 1806 and the Barracks in 1808.
Still used for its original purpose, the Home of the Commandants has been home to all but the first two commandants, and is
said to be the oldest, continuously occupied public building in Washington, D.C.
When first built, the Georgian-Federalist style house measured 25 by 32 feet. It contained four large rooms and a central
hallway on each floor, a kitchen in the basement and servant's quarters in the attic.
Renovations and additions, which began in 1836, have expanded the house to 15,000 square feet, including 30 rooms not
counting closets or baths. The décor has always been dictated by the personal tastes of each commandant and his family.
The Home of the Commandants was one of the few buildings not burned by the British when they sacked the Capitol in 1814.
This omission by the British has given rise to several legends as to why the house was spared. One version is that Adm.
Cockburn and Gen. Ross, commanding the British troops, spared it to use as their headquarters, then neglected to apply the
torch upon their withdrawal.
It is also a tradition that the occupants of the house leave a gift for future occupants of the house to use. Some gifts from former
commandants include fine furniture, crystal and china.
Square 927, now the block surrounded by 8th, I, 9th and G Streets SE, was entered in the National Register of Historic Places
in 1972, and was then designated a National Historic Landmark by the Department of the Interior in 1976
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